
Mr Crandley, 
Assistant Head Teacher

Aims
To Understand:
• The different qualification and grades
• The compulsory core curriculum
• What courses are available to you
• Factors that influence your choice
• How to navigate the site and complete the options form

Curriculum Presentation

YOUR ONLINE OPTIONS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY Monday 26th February 2024 options@fernwood.school

Options Website

mailto:options@fernwood.school


Tutor Groups FERNWD

6.00 – 6.30pm (School Hall) – Presentation on Key Stage 4 Curriculum with 

Mr Crandley.

6.35 – 7.15pm (Drama Studio/Art/Music/DT) – ‘Market Place’ with 

Curriculum Departments to answer any questions

Tutor Groups SHCMTY

6.20 – 6.40pm Parents/Carers can peruse the ‘Market Place’ prior to the 

presentation

6.45 – 7.15pm (School Hall) – Presentation on Key Stage 4 Curriculum with 

Mr Crandley.

7.20 – 7.45pm (Drama Studio/Art/Music/DT) - ‘Market Place’ with Curriculum 

Departments to answer any questions.

Year 9 Options Evening Presentation

options@fernwood.schoolYOUR ONLINE OPTIONS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY Monday 26th February 2024

mailto:options@fernwood.school
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Entry 

Level
Certificates of Educational and 

Vocational Achievement

Vocational and Technical Awards are broad, 
high quality level 1 and level 2 qualifications 
that equip students with applied knowledge 

and associated practical skills not usually 
acquired through general education. 

Often these 
courses will range 
from a pass to a 
distinction* but 
the grading can 
differ between 
each course. 

Apprenticeships/T-Levels

The Qualification Framework



New Grading Level 1 & 2 Qualifications
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Grading Structure



At the Fernwood School we are proud to offer a high-quality curriculum with academic rigour 

(Progress 0.42), breadth, balance and a blend of both traditional & new GCSEs as well as practical, 

vocational & technical awards.

The compulsory core curriculum shows a commitment and determination to providing all students 

with a broad and balanced curriculum to the end of their learning journey here at Fernwood. It 

consists of: 

• English Language

• English Literature

• Mathematics

• Combined Science (Students can choose as an option to take Triple Science – Pathway 1 & 2)

• Religious Education (1 hour per week)

• Personal Development (1 hour per week)

• Core PE

Students will then have up to 4 choices, depending on which Pathway they have been designated.

The Compulsory Core Curriculum



The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open for further study and 

future careers. These are highly regarded, traditionally academic subjects which lend themselves well to 

A-Level, further education, vocational courses and university studies.

These subjects complement other GCSE options courses including practical and vocational courses.

The EBacc recognises where students have achieved a grade 4 or above at GCSE in English, Maths, 

Sciences, a language and a humanities subject. 

The subjects that are included in the EBacc are:

• English

• Mathematics

• Science / Computer Science

• French or German (a modern foreign language)

• Geography or History (a humanities subject)

The Fernwood School will recognise each student's commitment to this suite of subjects and 

students will receive a school certificate if they are successful in achieving the English 

Baccalaureate at Grade 4 or above.

The EBacc - ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE 

Our attainment and progress in these 

subjects is strong and significantly 

above the national average.

The demographic of our intake 

suggests we should have at least 50% 

of our students qualifying for the 

EBacc.



• At Fernwood we continue to be able to offer a fantastic choice to our students with a total 

of 21 different courses available.

• Offering breadth, depth and accessibility to suit our students’ needs, aspirations and 

learning styles.  

• The choices are set up in blocks with many combinations of courses available. 

Experience has led us to set these up in this way to ensure a greater proportion of 

students get all of their option choices.

Option Choices 2023-24



• However, whilst there are many choices available; staffing, resources, facilities and rooms 

need to be considered. To be able to continue to offer the wealth of options to students 

and to enable more students to receive their first choices, students will be required to 

choose from a smaller group of subjects first. 

• These subjects are highly regarded for further study, both at college and university, 

offering a strong foundation, breadth, depth and balance, particularly when taken in 

combination with other practical, written and vocational subjects.

• The subject performance in each of these subjects is very strong.

Options Conditions



• Pathway 1 - (EBacc Strongly Advised History or Geography AND French or German) 

students will therefore choose 2 options from (Triple Science, History, Geography, 

French and German) then 2 free options.

• The vast majority of students on Pathway 1 should be doing the language and a 

humanities subject.

• Pathway 2 students will therefore choose 1 option from (Triple Science, History, 

Geography, French and German) then 2 free options.

• This gives both pathways an equal amount of free option choices.

• There is still choice within this set of subjects, as well as a great deal of choice after 

these choices are made.

Options Conditions



Why Study a language?

• Very strong skill set

• Highly regarded at 

university

• Benefits to employability

• Learn about different 

cultures

• Opportunities for trips



Compulsory Option Choices

Compulsory Core Option A Option B Option C Option D

GCSEs

English

English Literature

Combined Science

Mathematics

Religious Education

Non GCSEs

Personal Development

Physical Education

Combined Science or 
Triple Science?

Which 1 or 2 subjects?
You must include 1 or 2 subjects from the 

following options:
Triple Science, French, German, Geography 

and History.

EBacc – which language and 
which humanities?

If you want to qualify for the EBacc you must 
include:

French or German
And

Geography or History

Do I want a blend of GCSE and 
Vocational courses?

Will I have a balanced curriculum?
e.g. academic v practical

Are my choices good preparation for A 
level / my future career choice?

Questions to consider…

The Process



• You must choose 2 or more subjects from the underlined subjects (Triple Science, 
History, Geography, French and German)

• 2 free choices from any block 

The Option Blocks – Pathway 1



• You must choose 1 or more subject from the underlined subjects (Triple Science, 
History, Geography, French and German) 

• 2 free choices from any block 

The Option Blocks – Pathway 2



Choose Courses that…..

…you enjoy, that engages you and you are interested in.

…support how you prefer to learn.

…you are good at.

…give your week variety.

…give you a greater choice at Post-16.

…you need to enable you to study beyond Fernwood.

How should I choose?



Don’t choose subjects....

…because your friend is doing it.

…because you like the teacher.

…that are too similar - select a range of subjects to keep the week 

…varied and that allows a greater choice at Post-16.

These are your choices, for your future!

Why not?



Misconceptions

• First come, first served – order of preference

• All medical professions need triple science – all need good grades

• I can’t do triple science on Pathway 2 – Yes you can!

• Some subjects are easy – if you want good grades you need to 

work hard for them all.

• Computer Science is playing on computers – coding, analysis etc

• I like business so I’ll be good at it – business theory, marketing etc

• Vocational qualifications aren’t very good – they’re great!



College Requirements



Website - Pathways



Important

Information

YOUR ONLINE OPTIONS FORM MUST BE 

COMPLETED BY Monday 26th February 2024

Options Deadline and Pathway Forms

Options 

Website

Pathway 1 Pathway 2



Online Form Pathway 1

Pathway 2

Pathway 3

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfY92n6E8s2tfs6LQ4mSU9jMZb7QILpsyX-y6DqGNnvmopp2g/viewform
https://forms.gle/YG7Qp43rkMaSp2Vc7
https://forms.gle/T6ZGkoiUBZLpdMix6


Preferred Choices

Preferences



When considering your questions, 

• Are you likely to find the answer on the website?

• Is it a question that requires more time to respond?

• Is it a personal question?

In the latter 2 situations you may consider emailing options@fernwood.school

Or, several staff will be around briefly after each presentation.

Question? – When is the deadline?

Q & A

mailto:options@fernwood.school
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